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Planning on installing a new deck or
sprucing-up an existing one this
season? If so, you're not alone.
Decks are still among the most
popular home improvements. So,
what's hot in decks this summer?
Here are some of the top deck
trends for summer 2008:

Railings — Once merely a functional
safety element, railings are now
doing double duty as design
statements. Railings are often the
first thing one notices about a deck,
so manufacturers are offering more
aesthetically pleasing,
architecturally interesting options.
Hot railing trends include decorative
balusters of aluminum, iron or even
cable, glass panels and railing
systems that combine materials for
durability, as well as visual effect.

Indoor Luxuries, Outdoors  —
Homeowners want to bring the
same luxuries they enjoy indoors
outside onto their decks. In
response, builders are adding
touches like built-in fire pits and

fireplaces, full kitchens with
professional grade gas grills,
spas, built-in benches and
cabinets, shade structures and
lighting to deck designs.

New Shapes — Piano-shaped,
arrowhead and even oval shapes
are appearing in back yards
across the country. Modern
materials, improved building
methods and the creativity of
designers and homeowners have
permanently changed the shape
and size of the great American
deck. For added pizzazz, you
can incorporate a pattern, such
as herringbone or checkerboard,
into the deck surface.

Composite Materials — While
some homeowners prefer wood,
composite materials continue to
gain popularity. Not only are they
durable and often eco-friendly
(as many of them are made from
recycled materials), composites
can now mimic the much-loved
look of wood.

Other materials- Outdoor tiles,
stamped concrete, slate or
flagstones are also adding flare to
decks with new colors, patterns and
textures.
—Suzanne Cholko designs
408-773-1149
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Coming Events
Educational seminar on
sustainable remodeling
August 1
Starburst BBQ
August 23rd
NARI golf tournament
October
West Coast Green at the San
Jose Convention Center
September 25-27th




Q: Isn'ttile hard to take care of?

A: If you have other toilets in the house that are not
experiencing the same problem, then the problem is likely with
that particular toilet. If the toilet is older than 10 years old, there
could be lime build-up in the passageway, restricting the flow of
water, or there could be an object (such as a child's toy, bottle
cap, toothbrush, etc.) lodged in the trap of the toilet. In order to
remove an object from a toilet it usually has to be taken out and
turned upside down in order to get access to the obstruction. If
the problem came on suddenly, it's probably an object in the
toilet. If the problem came on slowly, it is more likely lime build-
up.

You can e-mail the Expert by sending your questions to
cindy@starburstconstruction.com. Please be sure to include your
name and phone number in case additional information is required
to answer your question.

Read This...
Summer Reads

All We Ever Wanted Was Everything by Janelle Brown
The Divorce Party by Laura Dave

Chasing Harry Winston by Laura Weisberger

JUST FOR LAUGHS

A little girl sat peacefully in her grandfather's lap as he
read her a bedtime story. From time to time, she would
take her eyes off the book and reach up to lovingly touch
his wrinkled cheek. She began to alternate stroking her
own cheek and then his again. Finally she asked, "Did
God make you, Grandpa?"

He answered, "Yes, sweetheart God made me a long
time ago."

Then she asked, "Did God make me too?"

"Yes, indeed honey", he assured her, "God made you just
a short time ago."

"Oh", she said, feeling their respective faces again,
"God's sure getting better at it, isn't he?"

FAMOUS QUOTE:

"l talk and talk and talk, and | haven't taught
people in 50 years what my father taught by
example in one week."

- Mario Cuomo

The United States is one of the few countries in the
world that has an official day on which fathers are
honored by their children. On the third Sunday in
June, fathers all across the country are made to feel
special.

The origin of Father's Day is not clear. Regardless of
when the first true Father's Day occurred, the
strongest promoter of the holiday was Sonora Smart
Dodd of Spokane, Washington. It was during a
sermon in 1909 that Sonora Smart Dodd became
inspired by Mother's Day. After the death of her
mother, Sonora and her siblings were raised by their
father, William Jackson Smart, a Civil War veteran.
Sonora wanted to show how thankful she was to her
father and, because William was born in June, she
worked to have the first Father's Day celebrated on
June 19, 1910.

States and organizations began lobbying Congress to
declare an annual Father's Day. In 1916, President
Woodrow Wilson approved of this idea. In 1924,
President Coolidge recommended that Father's Day
become a national holiday. President Johnson
designated the third Sunday of June to be Father's
Day in 1966, but it was not until 1972 that President
Nixon instituted Father's Day as a national
observance.

Happy Fathers Day
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It's no secret that soy is good for you.
Soy offers an excellent source of
cholesterol-free, low-fat protein and is
gaining acceptance in kitchens across
America, but cooking with soy and
finding ways to eat it on-the-go can
seem daunting to many. However,
with the variety of soy products
available today, there are easy and
delicious ways to incorporate soy into
meals and snacks. Here are a few
ways to enjoy the health benefits of
soy throughout the day:

Snacks - To keep metabolism
high, opt for a balance of complex
carbohydrates and heart-healthy
proteins. Crunchy soy nuts, soy
yogurt with fruit or soy cheese with
an apple or whole grain crackers
make smart snack choices.

Breakfast - Start the day off right
with a high-energy smoothie
blended with frozen berries and
soy yogurt. Soy milk enhances
any cereal or oatmeal, and soy nut
butter is delicious on whole grain
toast. Check the grocery aisles for
other tasty soy products, including

WE WELCOME OUR NEW
FRIENDS INTO THE
STARBURST
CONSTRUCTION FAMILY

We believe in treating all of our
customers like family, just ask any of
our longtime customers. We are excited
to welcome each of our first time
Starburst  Construction customers.
We appreciate the opportunity to serve
you and hope to see you again very
soon. Here are just a few of the new
and returning members of the family.

Mr. & Mrs. Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Raye

With this being said we’d be nowhere
without our existing clients and their
referrals, thank you..

Jennifer Duschend
Home Redefined
Jan Cummins
Attorney at Law

breakfast patties and soy bacon.

Lunch - Fuel your brain and body
to perform well throughout the
afternoon. A few lunch ideas
include soy deli slices on whole
grain bread with a salad or a
grilled veggie sandwich with
melted soy cheese. Veggie
burgers and soy nuggets are also
tasty and quick.

Dinner - Many of today’s soy
products require minimal cooking,
making them ideal candidates for
last-minute dinner dilemmas. Use
soy crumbles, tofu, soy cheese
and other soy products in place
of meat in favorite recipes,
including lasagna, tacos, chili,
stir-fry and pasta sauce.

Whether you have time to cook or
need to grab something and go, soy
is a healthy protein source that can
help lower the cholesterol and fat
content of your favorite snacks and
meals.

JUNE TRIVIA CHALLENGE

Stilton is a cheese which
originated in which country?

A. England

B. France

C. Switzerland

D. The Netherlands

The first correct answer faxed to
408-266-1851 or e-mailed to
cindy@starburstconstruction.
com will be this month’s winner
of 2 Movie Passes!

MAY TRIVIA CHALLENGE
WINNER

Starburst Construction  is
pleased to announce the winner
of the May Trivia Challenge...
Mary Jo of Sunnyvale ! Mary
Jo was the first person to
correctly answer this question:

Which TV mom moved to
Manhattan's Upper East Side with
her son Lionel and her husband
George?

Answer: Louise Jefferson

WE'LL MAKE IT PAINLESS...

Do you have little projects at your house that yoyust can’t

get to? Putting bender board around the yard, hanig that

picture, cleaning the gutters...Whatever you can thik of...

OR
Is a Free Weekend Getaway more your style...
-If a retreat is more your style, enjoy your choiceof a short
vacation (hotel only) to Carmel, the wine countrySan
Francisco, and more...

-Now when you refer a friend, neighbor or familymiser and
they sign to work with us you will receive eithewaekend
Getaway or 2-4 hours of Free experienced laboelp Wwith your

“honey-do” list.

-Just make sure they mention your name when thstycill and
when they sign with us you get your choice of “hpde” or

“honey-moon”
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